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Several years before he converted to Christianity, C. S. Lewis published a narrative 
poem, Dymer, which not only sheds light on the development of his literary skills but also 
offers a glimpse of his intellectual and spiritual growth. Including the complete annotated text 
of Lewis’s poem, this volume helps us understand both Lewis’s change of mind and our own 
journeys of faith. 
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The Hansen Lectureship Series from InterVarsity Press 
The Hansen Lectureship Series features reflections related to the imaginative work and lasting influence of seven British 
authors, including C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, George MacDonald, and Dorothy L. Sayers. The books in the series are 
based on the Ken and Jean Hansen Lectureship, an annual lecture series hosted at the Marion E. Wade Center at Wheaton 
College, named in honor of former Wheaton College trustee Ken Hansen and his wife, Jean, and endowed in their memory 
by Walter and Darlene Hansen. Each book includes three lectures by a Wheaton College faculty member on one or more of 
the Wade Center authors with responses by fellow faculty members. 
 
Founded in 1965, the Marion E. Wade Center houses a major research collection of writings and related materials by and 
about seven British authors: Owen Barfield, G. K. Chesterton, C. S. Lewis, George MacDonald, Dorothy L. Sayers, J. R. R. 
Tolkien, and Charles Williams. The Wade Center collects, preserves, and makes these resources available to researchers 
and visitors through its reading room, museum displays, educational programming, and publications. All of these 
endeavors are a tribute to the importance of the literary, historical, and Christian heritage of these writers. 
 
Titles in the Hansen Lectureship Series include:  
 

Choosing Community: Action, Faith, and Joy in the Works of Dorothy L. Sayers by Christine A. Colón  
October 15, 2019, 152 pages, 978-0-8308-5374-8 
 
Few writers in the twentieth century were as creative and productive as Dorothy L. Sayers, the English 
playwright, novelist, and poet. In this volume in the Hansen Lectureship Series, Christine Colón explores 
the role of community in Sayers’s works. In particular, she considers how Sayers offers a vision of 
communities called to action, faith, and joy, and she reflects on how we also are called to live in 
community together. 
 
George MacDonald in the Age of Miracles: Incarnation, Doubt, and Reenchantment by Timothy Larsen  
November 20, 2018, 150 pages, 978-0-8308-5373-1 
 
Timothy Larsen considers the legacy of George MacDonald, the Victorian Scottish author and minister who 
is best known for his pioneering fantasy literature. Larsen explores how MacDonald sought to counteract 
skepticism, unbelief, naturalism, and materialism and to herald instead the reality of the miraculous, the 
supernatural, the wondrous, and the realm of the spirit. 
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The Messiah Comes to Middle-Earth: Images of Christ’s Threefold Office in The Lord of the Rings  
by Philip Ryken  
November 14, 2017, 150 pages, 978-0-8308-5372-4 
 
Can The Lord of the Rings help us understand the Christian faith more deeply? Wheaton College 
president Philip Ryken mines the riches of Tolkien’s theological imagination. In the characters of Gandalf, 
Frodo, and Aragorn, Ryken hears echoes of the one who is the true prophet, priest, and king, considering 
what that threefold office means for the calling of all Christians. 
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Jerry Root (PhD, Open University) is professor of evangelism and director of the 
Evangelism Initiative at Wheaton College. He is the author of C.S. Lewis and a 
Problem of Evil: An Investigation of a Pervasive Theme, the coauthor of The Surprising 
Imagination of C.S. Lewis and The Sacrament of Evangelism, and the coeditor of The 
Quotable Lewis and The Soul of C.S. Lewis. 
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Spiritual Reconstruction in the Work of C. S. Lewis 
“Isn’t it remarkable that this poem, written almost a century ago, has now been brought to life? Of course, because the 
poem’s author was C. S. Lewis, it will be of interest to a whole slew of Lewis lovers, eager for fresh material to ingest in the 
name of literary scholarship. Dr. Jerry Root, a longtime advocate and commentator of the Lewis oeuvre, has given us a 
new reading to ponder, and in this annotated version of Dymer he offers an appreciation of Lewis’s power of versification 
and command of language. As you read, you are made aware of a practicing wordsmith doing his exercises and enjoying 
himself immensely. His early studies with W. T. Kirkpatrick, which involved Greek and Latin, gave the young Lewis an 
understanding of how much of the English language evolved, and thus supplies even this early writing with a richness and 
depth.” 
 
—Luci N. Shaw, author of Thumbprint in the Clay 
 
“Jerry Root has succeeded in making Dymer interesting and showing that the poem is worthy of academic study. He has 
also been brave enough to invite people who disagree with him to contribute to the volume. This is a fascinating read on a 
difficult subject.” 
 
—Suzanne Bray, Lille Catholic University 
 
“Splendour in the Dark is an important new work on the narrative poem Lewis wrote before his conversion to Christianity. 
In addition to printing the complete text of the poem, the highlight of the volume is three commentary chapters by Lewis 
scholar Jerry Root and the response to each chapter by a different reader of Dymer. Root’s intimate knowledge of the 
Lewis corpus is everywhere present, and his essential argument that by knowing Dymer readers will recognize many 
important themes of Lewis’s postconversion writings is compelling.” 
 
—Don W. King, author of C. S. Lewis, Poet: The Legacy of His Poetic Impulse 
 
“Finally, a book that gives Dymer the attention it merits. Just so does Jerry Root—with a mind plentifully furnished in the 
life and work of the master—convincingly examine story and verse as a touchstone of Lewis’s developing genius. Of 
course, getting the whole poem with David Downing’s superb annotations (along with extended commentary by others, as 
though in conversation) represents enormous value added. Highly recommended.” 
 
—James Como, author of C. S. Lewis: A Very Short Introduction 
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“A few years before the publication of Dymer, the then-atheist Lewis wryly reported how a friend was predicting that one 
day ‘my chimney stack would turn into a spire.’ The prophecy was spot-on and Dymer provides insights into some aspects 
of that gradual process of spiritual reconstruction. This volume helpfully illuminates the poem, debates its value, and 
points out ways it foreshadows Lewis’s mature work. A welcome addition to the scholarship on his early life and poetry, 
which I warmly recommend.” 
 
—Michael Ward, fellow of Blackfriars Hall, University of Oxford, and coeditor of C. S. Lewis at Poets’ Corner 
 
“Jerry Root’s Splendour in the Dark richly illuminates C. S. Lewis’s early halting—and at times haunting—expression of 
themes that would occupy his writing for the rest of his life: the confusion of freedom with radical autonomy, the painful 
truth that spiritual growth demands ruthless self-honesty, and the conviction that our deepest longings only find fulfillment 
in God. This book is essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the life and thought of the twentieth 
century’s most influential Christian writer.” 
 
—Gary S. Selby, author of Pursuing an Earthy Spirituality: C. S. Lewis and Incarnational Faith 
 
“C. S. Lewis’s narrative poem Dymer is indeed a ‘splendour in the dark,’ not only because it has been hidden in the 
darkness of neglect but also because, for those who read and enjoy it, there is still much that remains dark and difficult in 
the poetry, for all its many splendors. And here Jerry Root has done us all an immense service, by rescuing this neglected 
poem from obscurity and presenting us with an excellent, scholarly edition. But more than that, in the essays that follow 
the text, Root has shone considerable light on the poem and, through the poem, on Lewis himself. He shows how much 
the poem is ‘the acorn that contains the oak,’ how much of what we love in the later and better-known writings of Lewis 
has its seed and beginning here. Everyone who loves Lewis will not only enjoy this book but also find that Root’s 
commentary on Dymer enhances their reading of Lewis’s other works as well.” 
 
—Malcolm Guite, Girton College, Cambridge, author of Mariner: A Theological Voyage with Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
 
“A delightful book that brings new life to a coming-of-age story many years in the writing, published in the 1920s by then-
unbeliever C. S. Lewis, who aspired at that time to be a great poet. As a book-length poem, Dymer turned out to be ‘a 
fascinating failure,’ as David C. Downing deftly points out in his foreword. For Jerry Root, the main commentator on the 
poem, its story yields many treasures—’splendour in the dark’—that would reappear in various genres in the future Lewis’s 
prose, as he became an engaging writer for scholars and also wider readerships. This brilliantly informative book also 
includes David Downing’s enlightening annotations of the complete poem, and other scholars in wide-ranging dialogue 
with Root that adds a rich dimension to this exposition of Dymer. The coming-of-age story is discovered to  
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reveal much about the development of C. S. Lewis’s own life and thought, away from destructive subjectivism to 
acceptance of iconoclastic shaping by the real: how the central quest of Lewis’s writing becomes the capture of the real, as 
with the elusive experience of Joy, or Sehnsucht. Dymer’s story engages in the life-and-death theme that reality is 
iconoclastic: to be tasted, even if bitter.” 
 
—Colin Duriez, author of C. S. Lewis: A Biography of Friendship and Dorothy L. Sayers: A Biography 
 
“When C. S. Lewis went to study with his tutor William T. Kirkpatrick, he delighted in the robust intellectual curriculum 
placed before him. It was challenging and Lewis loved it. Hard stuff. Good stuff. Nourishing for mind and soul. That is 
exactly the sense one gets while reading the marvelous lectures collected in this book: we are invited to study ideas of 
substance under the direction of a great teacher. Thank you, Jerry Root, for revealing the themes, ideas, and structures 
that make Dymer worth knowing. Hard stuff. Good stuff. Nourishing for mind and soul.” 
 
—Diana Pavlac Glyer, professor in the Honors College at Azusa Pacific University and author of Bandersnatch: C. S. Lewis, 
J. R. R. Tolkien, and the Creative Collaboration of the Inklings 
 
“Lewis is one of those authors whose breadth can obscure his depth. The mountainous influence of Mere 
Christianity or The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe can overshadow those subterranean works on which his popular 
writing stands. No early work by Lewis is so foundational as his preconversion poem, Dymer. In excavating the ways in 
which Lewis’s more monumental works rise from and build upon Dymer, Root has taken readers further down and further 
into that depth.” 
 
—Corey Latta, author of C. S. Lewis and the Art of Writing 

 
 
 


