[Insert Return Address with Telephone/E-mail Information]

[Insert Inside Address & Date]

Dear [blank],

I wanted to send you a letter to personally invite you to participate in the Apprentice class that I will be leading [insert period of time]. I’m enclosing a flyer with general information, but I also wanted to share a few more details about the study.

Apprentice is a 34 to 36-week, small group study that works through three books, The Good and Beautiful God, The Good and Beautiful Life, and The Good and Beautiful Community by James Bryan Smith. Knowing that our understanding of God deeply shapes our lives, Jim lays out a simple yet powerful process to bring healing and wholeness to our understanding of God. Apprentice begins by revealing a God who is compassionate, loving, good and beautiful. Jim draws the understanding of who God is and what God is like directly from what Jesus taught and believed.

As we learn about God’s characteristics, the “information” is not just kept in our minds but is moved to our hearts by doing specific spiritual practices whereby our souls, our lives are transformed. Some of them are simple and easy: keeping five minutes of silence a day, slowing down, getting enough sleep, and so on. Others are more challenging: observing a twenty-four hour Sabbath rest or memorizing a Scripture passage. And because of the connection between God’s characteristics and Jesus, the practices bring his teachings to life.

One more word to ease your mind: we are not required to do the practices well. We are only asked to do them to the best of our ability, for it is in attempting these practices that we are transformed. And during the  weeks you will be forming deep friendships with those who are in the small group with you. It is an important part of the process because it is in the small group that questions can be raised and discussed, encouragement can be given, and accountability can be kept. Without this ingredient, the process of change is very difficult.

So, I hope you will prayerfully consider participating in The Apprentice Series. I believe it has the potential to deeply shape your life. If you have questions, feel free to contact me. 

Grace and Peace to You, 

[Leader’s Signature] 
