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the author of The Holy Spirit

and the Renewal of All

Things (Wipf & Stock) and has

taught at two seminaries.

David serves on the board of

directors for Child Hope

International, a multifaceted
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Sacramento he meets weekly
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Don’t Be Satisfied with Living for Jesus
“My hope and prayer for every reader is that you experience the thrill of the incarnation

story, open yourself more fully to God and his world, see how he is already working

through you in his way of relational engagement, and stoke within yourself a hunger for the

vibrant life Jesus intends you to have. We begin with an exploration of the biblical image of

shining in chapter one. The rest of the book follows four key themes that together form an

arc for practicing the incarnation story and shining with Jesus’ light:”

Purpose. As the incarnate Son, Jesus was in our world for a specific purpose. In chapter two

we will explore the difference it makes when we join in Jesus’ purpose. Very simply, you

and I are on a mission—Jesus’ own mission, in fact.

Presence. Nothing says “God is present” like God’s becoming one of us. But we need a lot of

help being present. We are plagued by a frenetic pace of life that renders us partially absent

most of the time. Drawing on the story of the incarnation, chapters three through five will

focus on presence from three different angles: being present with God, present in our

physical bodies and present to the people around us.

Power. There is a paradox of power that arises from the incarnation narrative. Although

Jesus was God-become-human, his power came out of his self-emptying and humility.

Chapters six through eight lead us along Jesus’ incarnational path of emptying ourselves,

humbling ourselves and receiving the infilling of the powerful Spirit of God.

Peace. Being clear about our mission, living a life of presence and receiving God’s power all

prepare us to take action. Chapter nine fills out a picture of what that action looks like. The

incarnation story shows God becoming one of us so he could build a state of shalom, where

people are healed, saved and given new life, and the world ultimately comes into a state of

harmony. We become shalom-makers by involving ourselves in God’s ongoing compassion,

mercy and justice.

Key Points from Luminous:

• Jesus wants to shine his very presence through you. Don’t settle for any version of the

Christian life less than that!

• Don’t be satisfied with living for Jesus. Make it your goal to live with Jesus.

• Luminous is a theological and practical account of what it means to be “incarnational.”

• When Jesus shines through us, we will be equally contemplative (or devotional) and

active.

• Christians are to lead lives that contrast with the world around us. We are to stand

out!
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When pastor David Beck went

to Haiti with a ministry team,

he found himself deeply

experiencing the power of

being Christ’s own hands and

feet. Reflecting on what it

means to be Christ to others,

he writes: “We come to fulfill

Jesus’ words that we are the

light of the world and are here

to let our light shine so others

will glorify God (Mt 5:14-16).

God intends for his children to

be luminous.”

God Intends for His Children to Be
Luminous…
“Jesus never intended his people to sit in neat rows like drones on Sunday mornings, or even to fill up

our schedules doing things for him because we think he would like them. He wants relationship—such

a close relationship, in fact, that he actually shines through us. That’s how he wants to show the world

who he is.”

Ordinary People Who Shine

Lest we think that shining with the presence of Jesus is only for the Mother Teresas of the

world, I have been around other people who shine like this. I think of my friend Joan. Joan is

petite, and now that she is “along in years,” as she would put it, she wears thick glasses.

Behind those glasses are eyes that are bright with all the youthfulness of a lover of God who

keeps discovering more of who he is and can’t wait to share him with others. Many lives

have been turned toward God because of her. Joan is British, and I have claimed her as my

“adopted mum.” There is something about Joan. Whenever she is around, I experience a

wave of God’s love and peace. Joan shines with the presence of Jesus.

And there are others. I think of my late friend David. He and I worked together as staff

pastors. When I was new to vocational pastoral ministry, he took me under his wing. I was

fascinated with the way people gravitated to him. He didn’t preach on Sundays. He didn’t

do a lot of platform teaching. He wasn’t a high-profile kind of pastor. But he was magnetic.

When we were with him, we experienced God’s love, and we couldn’t get enough. After

David passed away from a sudden stroke, hundreds attended his funeral. Though he was

gone from us, the atmosphere in the room was drenched in God’s love. Even in death, Jesus

shone through David.

If Mother Teresa seems too far above the rest of us, let me assure you that my friends Joan

and David are just like you and me. The point isn’t how special they are but how special God

is. He is the one who fills us with his presence, and it is his presence that is radiant. The

question is how much we will let him shine through us. He certainly desires to. He longs for

us to experience the joy and peace of deep connection with him. He is eager to reveal himself

through us to a lost and confused world. He longs to transform lives through us just as he

has through others who have come to radiate the presence of Jesus. He intends to continue

the story of the incarnation in you and me.

—From chapter one, “Shining like Stars”


