“Jake Meador continues to give us an accessible but deeply informed account of what he calls ‘Christian social doctrine.’ He begins by
contrasting late modernity’s view of nature—as a place of chaotic power conflicts—with that of the magisterial Protestant
Reformation—as a work of God’s love. On the basis of this ‘thick’ conception of the natural order, he then insightfully shows how it
provides an alternative, life-giving way to understand race, sex, technology, the family, the environment, politics, and institutions.
Our polarized and fragmenting contemporary church needs this book!”
—Timothy Keller, pastor emeritus, Redeemer Presbyterian Church of New York City
“Like a good physician, Meador offers penetrating yet accessible diagnoses and remedies for our contemporary milieu. Identifying
the breakdown of our perception of the natural order in relation to ourselves, creation, and our neighbor, Meador draws from the
broad Christian tradition (and heavy doses of Herman Bavinck) to offer concrete responses. This book thus challenges us, because
Christian discipleship involves radical self-giving and obedience. But it is also an invitation, for as Meador reminds us, we are never
more natural than when we love.”
—N. Gray Sutanto, assistant professor of systematic theology at Reformed Theological Seminary, Washington DC
“A voice in the wilderness of current culture wars, Meador has written a provocative and unsettling Christian critique of modernity.
Deftly incorporating an arresting selection of voices, many far too lightly dismissed by Christians as their ideological antagonists,
Meador presents an inspiring, bracing, and rigorously orthodox vision of Christian life, thought, and community as a hopeful response
to its challenges and possibilities.”
—Alastair Roberts, adjunct senior fellow, Theopolis Institute
“Meador’s book is a call for a more rooted world in which Christians pursue justice, mercy, and holiness in a sphere that will not be
tamed or controlled. Touching on race, gender, economics, ecology, and more, it is a vision that is both comprehensive and full, yet
modest and grounded. In these pages, there is much to provoke and to challenge, as Meador offers a vision of the Christian’s
participation in the world, which is as small as the household and as sweeping as the cosmos.”
—Myles Werntz, associate professor of theology at Abilene Christian University
“A book that pairs a trenchant critique of whiteness guided by Willie Jennings with a robust Reformed orthodoxy guided by Herman
Bavinck is precisely the book that I’ve been looking for. Meador’s work is a text of truth, goodness, and beauty revealing to us the
world in which we live and the way we ought to move about in it.”
—Malcolm Foley, director of Black church studies at Truett Seminary

