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Forgetting the Past 
I wonder if sometimes we continue to worship the God of the past and don’t recognize the God of the future. Because God exists in 
the future—he was in our yesterday, but he’s also in tomorrow. It makes sense that God focuses on tomorrow and the future, because 
hope exists not in the past but only in the future. God is calling us, you and me; regardless of what happened to us, he’s calling us to 
the future. He knows that our dreams and aspirations and all the beautiful things exist in the future. If we are consumed with the 
things of yesterday, we cannot tap into the possibility of tomorrow. 

Maybe tomorrow is scary to you. Maybe because of what happened, you know for a fact that you could no longer be the person you 
were before. Your status has changed because now you are divorced. A loved one has died and now you are alone. You never thought 
you would be disabled, but even saying it now, knowing that you are, is so hard. And the thought of facing tomorrow with a 
permanent disability is terrifying. If tomorrow means that you have to trust again, love again, risk again, hope again, you don’t want to 
face tomorrow. 

In the book of Romans, Paul talks about pain, suffering, and God’s love, and the connection between them. His writings in chapter 8 
reveal that love is always questioned when pain and suffering are introduced in life. We question the love of the people in our lives 
when we are going through pain, grief, loss, or confusion. We question people’s love when we go through relational conflict, difficulty 
at work, a chronic medical condition. We wonder, Will she understand? Does he still like me? Are they still interested in me? When we 
face failure and disappointment, we question people’s commitment to us. We fear that if we continue to be unsuccessful and continue 
to struggle, people will leave us. We question the love of everyone. We also question God’s love when we go through tragedy and 
suffering. That is why Paul writes in Romans 8:38 (NLT): “I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell 
can separate us from God’s love.” He wants to remind us, regardless of what we might feel, of the truth that God has never left us. 

So if you and I find ourselves in a place in which we have convinced ourselves that no one really cares, no one really notices, and no 
one really understands or loves us, then we are wrong. Our feelings are real and important, but they are not necessarily true. What is 
right and true? God’s love and commitment toward us. 

Yes, tomorrow can be scary. I think that is why King David (the one who was chosen, anointed, favored, and beloved by God, that guy), 
one of the most powerful men in history, struggled with fear and anxiety of tomorrow. The book of Psalms contains his confessions of 
weakness, doubt, and uncertainty. In Psalm 27, he unveils his practice of peace and power to face tomorrows: “The LORD is my light 
and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1). 

 

—adapted from chapter one, “Moving On” 
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Naeem Fazal  
Naeem Fazal is Pakistani and was born and raised as a Muslim in Kuwait. He came to the United States after the Gulf War in 
1992. That same year he had a supernatural experience with Christ that changed the course of his life. 
 
After graduating from the College of Charleston in 1998, he joined the pastoral staff of Seacoast Church. In 2006, with the 
help of Seacoast Church, ARC, his wife, Ashley, and several passionate people, they planted Mosaic Church in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. He is also the cofounder of Charlotte’s citywide outreach initiative, What If Everyone. 
 
He is the author of Ex-Muslim: How One Daring Prayer to Jesus Changed a Life Forever, a book about his journey 
converting to Christianity from the Muslim faith and the challenges and joys that brought about. He often speaks at 
conferences, churches, and cooperate events. 
 
He is a speaker coach for TEDx. You can listen to Naeem’s TedTalk titled, “The Power of Beauty.”  
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