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The Roar of Justice
ROAR OF Hearing God'’s Relentless Call in the Book of Amos—An 8-Week Bible Study
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RIS with Video Access
e i April 7,2026 | $19.99, 176 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-1158-4
The prophet Amos was a simple shepherd and an unlikely prophet, yet he delivered a powerful message
to Israel and its neighbors—a declaration of God’s heart for justice. Trusted Bible teacher Vanessa
Hawkins invites us to lean in and listen closer to Amos because what was true about God’s justice for
ancient Israel is also true for us today.

VANESSA K. HAWK

The Roar of God’s Justice Echoes to All Who Are Willing to Hear

INJUSTICE. It’s that deep churning of the soul, the kind that presses tightly between your ribs before finally spilling out in exasperation—“This
is not right!” The cry of injustice wells up from deep within until it can no longer hold its peace. It’s the sentiment of anyone being wronged
or defending the cause of another. The sense of injustice is innate in the toddler who declares “that’s not fair” or the brave kid who stands up
to the playground bully. It’s at the core of every march, every protest—from the Boston Tea Party to the civil rights movement. Whether the
wrongs represent years of inequity or a cataclysmic event putting the spotlight on a disadvantaged people group, each situation raises the
questions: What is justice? What is the standard for what is good and right? And what is our role in making right what is wrong?

To think rightly about justice we must necessarily consider the heart of the Righteous Judge as revealed through the pages of Scripture. It is
often the case that we turn to a few verses that explicitly state our need to pursue justice, for example “. .. Seek justice, love mercy, walk
humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8), or “But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream” (Amos 5:24). While these
passages certainly reflect the Father’s heart for justice, they are mere tributaries that flow out of a mighty undercurrent of justice coursing
through the entirety of Scripture. In isolation, these passages trickle whispers of disconnected thoughts, but when properly understood, they
are one continuous, mighty stream flowing from the unchanging character of God.

The book of Amos is an outflow of this stream, expressing the universal justice of God. As this unlikely shepherd prophet expresses warnings
to Israel and surrounding nations, we hear the heart of God expressed not in a whisper but in a roar—for all people and all times. If we listen
closely, we hear what God values and what he detests. We hear his desire for the flourishing of humanity and evidence of his righteous rule
over all nations. Amos ultimately requires that we look to the day when the Father’s justice is satisfied through the death and resurrection of
his Son and to the day when he comes again to make all things new. He challenges us to think sober-mindedly as the roar of God’s justice
echoes to all who are willing to hear. It is my hope that within the pages of this study, you will hear the heart of God and be strengthened to
participate in the restorative work he’s doing in your part of the world.

WHAT THIS STUDY IS NOT

The polarizing tenor of our cultural moment complicates just about any discussion on justice. Just mention the word justice, and questions
and suspicions immediately surface concerning motive and exactly what is meant when you say “justice.” Are you talking about social justice?
Are you subscribing to some kind of “woke” ideology or a drift toward liberalism? Some will hear the word justice and immediately wonder if
this is talking about critical race theory. | want to assure you that this study is about none of the above.

This study was born out of a desire to hear God’s heart about justice in a climate where injustices in the broader culture are frequent and
polarizing. Resulting fear, injury, and frustration produce many loud voices, but the loudest voice isn’t always the voice of truth. To really
understand justice, it is necessary that we understand the heart of God who is the Righteous Judge. If justice is something that is optional for
God, then it should absolutely be optional for us. But if it is a primary value and an outflow of God’s very heart, then it becomes essential that
we understand how to participate in his setting things right in his world, by being agents of restoration, a restorative presence in our spheres
of influence. It is necessary for us to understand how God thinks about justice.

—taken from the introduction
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"This unique Bible study invites readers to not only meditate on biblical passages but also apply them to
their lives in contemplative, creative ways both individually and in community. It goes beyond a traditional
question-and-answer model and engages almost all your senses.”

—Mabel Ninan, author of Far from Home

IVP Bible Study Experience

IVP Bible Study Experience volumes will help you and your small group uncover the depths of God’s Word in a whole new light. Using
inductive study methods through both written and video teaching, readers are given the opportunity to learn from trusted Bible
teachers and engage with prayer practices, spiritual disciplines, and other tools for engaging with Scripture.

These accessible studies are designed with busy readers in mind, allowing for open-ended reflection and inviting us to discern how to
apply the content to our daily lives. Formatted as beautiful workbooks, these studies include plenty of white space for individual
reflection as well as inspiring full-color images and graphic elements. With free access to video curriculum included with every
purchase, these refreshing and insightful studies will enrich your understanding and connection with Scripture!

Here’s what you'll get from IVP Bible Study Experience volumes:

e  Welcoming and accessible Scripture study for groups of any size
e  Each study includes six to eight weekly group sessions with five manageable days of individual reflection each week
®  Free access to weekly video curriculum and a leader’s guide included with every purchase

Volumes include:

The Roar of Justice: Hearing God’s Relentless Call in the Book of Amos, An 8-Week Bible Study with Video
Access

By Venessa K. Hawkins

April 7, 2026 | $19.99, 176 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-1158-4

This eight-week study on the book of Amos invites you to explore why justice is so important to God. The Roar of
Justice will help you gain a greater understanding of God’s justice and his righteous rule, while simultaneously
ITTONEW .27 | recognizing his intense love and deep desire for the flourishing of all people.
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"The invitations to reflect on Scripture and personal experience, to engage in breath prayers, to check in
with the Holy Spirit, and to practice family sabbath provide helpful ways to integrate this resource into a
personal journey taken alongside others.”

—Maria Liu Wong, provost of the City Seminary of New York

Crying Out to God: Experiencing Grace Through Psalms of Lament, An 8-Week Bible Study with Video Access
By Wendy Alsup

March 24, 2026 | $19.99, 160 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-1089-1

Wendy Alsup uses psalms of lament to give words to our often-wordless cries. During this eight-week study, we
learn that God not only allows our complaints about all that is not right, but he also welcomes our protests and
tears. And we discover that God meets us in our lament, giving us his remarkable grace and provision in our time
of need.

A Way in the Wilderness: Meeting God in the Desolate Places of Scripture, A 6-Week Bible Study with Video
Access

By Kristel Acevedo
May 20, 2025 | $20.00, 168 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0928-4

Each week, Kristel Acevedo leads readers through reflections on a biblical figure who faced their own
wilderness—from the solitude of John the Baptist to the trials of the Israelites. Through these familiar stories,

she draws parallels to life now, helping you see that amidst the struggles is often where God meets you most
profoundly. Also available in Spanish.

A Fruitful Life: Discovering Jesus’ Invitation in the Sermon on the Mount, An 8-Week Bible Study with Video
Access

By Ashley Hales and Bryce Hales
April 8, 2025 | $20.00, 176 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0718-1

In their new eight-week Bible study A Fruitful Life, Ashley and Bryce Hales explore how readers can dive deep
into the Sermon on the Mount to understand how a life emulating Jesus—living and loving as he did—is a truly
fruitful life.

Redeemer: God’s Lovingkindness in the Book of Ruth, A 6-Week Bible Study with Video Access
By Dorina Lazo Gilmore-Young

February 11, 2025 | $20.00, 176 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0835-5

In this six-week Bible study, Dorina Lazo Gilmore-Young invites us to view the book of Ruth as more than a

Hallmark-tinted story, one that proclaims God’s heart for the vulnerable and invites us to become captivated by
God’s love!
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"These devotions are richly researched, raw, and revelatory.”

—Muichelle T. Sanchez, author of God'’s Beloved Community

Live In the Light: Radiating the Hope of the Letters of John, A 6-Week Bible Study with Video Access
By Tara Beth Leach
July 16, 2024 | $19.99, 152 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0682-5

We are in a season of church meltdown. John, writing to churches caught in leadership failures, church splits,
= T and a powerful leader stirring up dissent, has a message for us today. This six-week Bible study experience
LIVE IN THE LIGHT invites us to become a community that brings love, hope, and healing to every darkened space.
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Hear My Prayer: Learning from the Faith of Elijah, A 6-Week Bible Study with Video Access
By Liz Ditty
May 14, 2024 | $19.99, 160 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0623-8

HEAR MY
PRAYER

Whether you consider yourself a prayer warrior, a prayer newbie, or even a prayer skeptic, Liz Ditty, an
experienced spiritual director and retreat leader, invites you to engage with the story of Elijah and his

encounters with God as she guides us toward a less awkward, more authentic prayer in this six-week Bible study
experience.

Moms at the Well: Meeting God Through the Mothers of Scripture, A 7-Week Bible Study with Video Access
By Tara Edelschick and Kathy Tuan-MacLean
April 30, 2024 | $19.99, 176 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0678-8

Motherhood is hard. Really hard. That’s why we need a well. For centuries, neighborhood wells served as
gathering spaces that provided community and relationships for women. This seven-week Bible study offers a
modern-day “well” where mothers can gather and experience the God who invites us into a process of spiritual
transformation.
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Upheld: Meeting Our Trustworthy God Through Isaiah, A 6-Week Bible Study with Video Access
By Kori de Leon

February 20, 2024 | $19.99, 160 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0772-3

I am with you, | will strengthen and help you, | will uphold you. God’s promises spoken through Isaiah offered
reassurance and comfort during difficult days, and they’re still true for us today! Join Bible teacher Kori de Leon
GRS in this six-week Bible study experience on Isaiah 40—48, pointing us to God’s faithfulness and mercy.
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